
Join us for a special day when we invite homeschool students and their families to engage in science through 
presentations, demonstrations, and hands-on programs at the Academy.

Registration and 
Event Information

Discover Academy Animals
Homeschool Day is full of drop-in programs and places where you can learn more about the habitats and 
organisms on display at the Academy. Go on an African Safari and explore the amazing biodiversity of the 
continent. Ask a biologist about our penguins as the animals are fed. Or, get your hands into a tidepool!
See page 3 for more details about our exhibits and programs.
 
Explore, Collect, Contribute
This year, we invite all families to participate in a special group effort at the Academy. Upon arriving in the 
morning, pick up a worksheet to help explore the museum and collect data about some of our live animals. 
Then in the afternoon, contribute your discoveries to a huge collective data sheet.  
Read more about this program on our Event Schedule.
 
Classroom and Lab Programs
Touch a coral skeleton. Use a microscope to look up close at an insect. Discover how plants and animals 
rely on each other in the wild. Get a taste for how to contribute to real scientific research. Our hands-on 
classroom and lab programs are reserved in advance and require an extra fee. 
Learn more about the specific programs being offered on our Reserved Programs Guide.

Admission and Registration
Homeschool admission for all families outside of San Francisco is only $6.95 for all children (ages 4-17) and 
up to two adults.  San Francisco homeschool children (ages 4-17) and up to two adults can attend for free. 

Pre-registration is required to attend the event.  Tickets will be available online beginning March 25, 2013. 

Continue to the next page for all the registration details.

Homeschool Day
Tuesday, April 23, 2013
9:30 am - 5:00 pm

http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/upload/docs/HomeschoolDaySchedule_April2013.pdf
http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/upload/docs/HomeschoolDayReservedPrograms_April2013.pdf


Registration and Admission Information 
Registration is taken on a family by family basis.  We have set 
aside sufficient space for all interested families to attend the event; 
however, space in our Reserved Programs is limited.  

Most tickets will be available through our Online Ticketing System.   
If you are a resident of San Francisco, a current Academy member, 
or interested in Reserved Programs, you must submit your request 
over the phone.

Important Registration Deadlines
 » Monday, March 25, 2013:  registration online and over the phone begins at 8 am for all families
 » Monday, April 22, 2013: registration for all tickets closes at 5 pm  

Homeschool Families from outside San Francisco
 » Two adults may attend with their children (ages 4-17) for only $6.95 per person. Children ages 0-3 may 

attend for free.
 » Reservations for additional adult chaperones can be made at general admission prices ($29.95 for adults; 

$24.95 for college students and seniors).
 » Between March 25 and April 22, 2013, use our new Online Ticketing System to register at                     

www.calacademy.org/homeschoolday.
 » If you are signing up for Reserved Programs, do not register online.  See the details below.

San Francisco and Member Homeschool Families
 » If you are a resident of San Francisco, two adults may attend with your children (ages 4-17) for free. 
 » If you are currently a member of the Academy, you can use your membership benefits towards 

Homeschool Day admission. Simply have your valid membership card ready when you call to register. 
You will need to present your ID at the time of entry to verify your membership. If you wish to learn more 
about becoming a member, visit our membership webpage.

 » Members and San Francisco residents must register over the phone by calling the Contact Center at 
877.227.3311.  Call between 8 am and 5 pm any day of the week.

Reserved Programs
 » Although most Homeschool Day events are drop-in and covered in the price of admission, our Reserved 

Programs involve pre-registration and an additional fee per participant.  
 » If you are registering for a Reserved Program, you must make your entire reservation over the phone by 

calling the Contact Center at 877.227.3311 starting March 25, 2013.  Call between 8 am and 5 pm any 
day of the week.

Important Policy Notes
 » Pre-registration is required for all attending family members for general admission and any reserved 

programs.  Walk-ups will not be admitted at these discounted rates. 
 » Print-at-home tickets will be delivered by email.  Bring all your tickets with you on the day of the event.  
 » We regret that refunds are not available for this event.

Photography Waiver: By registering for Homeschool Day on April, 23, 2013, you are permitting the California Academy of Sciences to use 
pictures of you and those in your party as program participants in promotional literature published by the museum, including but not limited to 
newsletter, magazines, brochures, and our Website.
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http://www.calacademy.org/homeschoolday
http://www.calacademy.org/join/membership/
http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/upload/docs/HomeschoolDayReservedPrograms_April2013.pdf
http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/upload/docs/HomeschoolDayReservedPrograms_April2013.pdf


Exhibit Highlights 
Rainforests of the World
Level 1, 10:00 am - 4:30 pm
Experience what it's like to walk in a 
living rainforest. Our dome contains 
1,600 live animals, including 600 free-
flying birds and butterflies, 100 exotic 
reptiles, and amphibians. 

Steinhart Aquarium 
Level 1 and Lower Level
Our aquarium is home to 38,000 
live animals from around the world, 
representing more than 900 separate 
species. Watch sharks and stingrays 

cruise beneath your feet, check out the set of teeth on a piranha, 
and learn about the critical, life-sustaining role that water plays 
on Earth.

Naturalist Center
Level 3, 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
With thousands of specimens and 
books, this space is a great place to 
learn more about the natural world 
with hands-on activities and one-on-

one help. Special for Homeschool Day: Make your own ant 
model, and use a microscope to reveal the identities of some 
Bay Area ant species. Scavenger hunts available upon request.

Early Explorers Cove
Level 1, 9:30 am – 4:30 pm
In this space reserved for toddlers 
and their caregivers, guests can learn 
through active participation in several 
themed areas.  Imagine what it was 

like to be a scientist on the child-sized model of the research 
schooner Academy, shop in our mini farmers market and 
explore the hidden burrows in the faux California backyard.  
For ages 5 and under.

Drop-In Programs
Discover something new about the animals at the 
Academy.  Here are just a few of the many things to 
do.  Check our Event Schedule for a complete list.

Discover with Docents
Level 1, Throughout the Day
Be on the lookout for enthusiastic, 
knowledgeable docents in orange lab 
coats.  Investigate specimens up-close 
or meet a live animal ambassador.  

Docents stationed on the floor are ready for your questions.  
You’ll find most docents on Level 1; visit others at the hands-on 
Discovery Tidepool on the Lower Level.

Live African Safari
1:00 pm in the Piazza
Adventure through Africa and explore the amazing biodiversity 
of its animals and habitats. How do pythons hunt so masterfully 
in the dark of night? How does a hissing cockroach attract a 
mate? Discover the answers and learn how each animal plays an 
important role in its diverse ecosystem.

Penguin Feeding
10:30 am and 3:00 pm  
in African Hall
The Academy’s African Penguins are 
always especially animated during 
meal time. Watch the birds dip and 

dive in their tank in African Hall as a biologist dons a wet suit 
and hands out vitamin-stuffed herring and capelin. 

Coral Reef Dives
11:30 am and 2:30 pm at the Philippine Coral Reef
Watch as a diver plunges into the world’s deepest living coral 
reef exhibit. Outfitted with an underwater microphone, the diver 
will answer all of your reef-related questions. 
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Morrison Planetarium
This spring you may choose to view either of the shows listed below in the largest all-digital dome in the 
world. Passes for Planetarium shows are handed out on a first-come, first-served basis. Visit the kiosk at the 
Planetarium entrance to select your show time. For ages 7+. Ages 3 and under not permitted.

 
Earthquake: Evidence of a Restless Planet
Level 1, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm, 3:30 pm
A sweeping geological journey, Earthquake, the newest Academy Planetarium show, explores the forces that transform the surface of 
our planet. Visualizations reveal Earth’s story, showing how subtle motions and sudden ruptures have shaped our planet over eons.

Fragile Planet
Level 1, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm, 2:30 pm, 4:30 pm
Fragile Planet gives audiences an astronaut’s view of Earth, highlighting Earth’s unique regions. The journey then continues to the 
Moon, Mars, and beyond the Milky Way to search for habitats that might host extraterrestrial life. 

http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/upload/docs/HomeschoolDaySchedule_April2013.pdf


Frequently Asked Questions about 
Homeschool Day Registration

When is payment due for the Homeschool Day event?
Whether you are registering online or over the phone, payment must be made with a 
credit card upon registration, before the day of the event.

When and how do I receive my tickets after I have registered?
After you register, you will receive a confirmation letter and print-at-home barcoded 
tickets to the email address provided.  So be sure to double check that you provide a 
valid address.  Bring all these printouts on Homeschool Day to gain admittance to the 
museum and any Reserved Programs.  If you do not receive the confirmation email 
within 24 hours of registering, call 877.227.3311 for assistance.

I have a group of homeschool families that I would like to organize to come to Homeschool Day.  Can I make a group reservation?
We love when groups of families can learn together, but we take reservations on a family by family basis.  If you are organizing a 
group, simply have them each reserve their tickets on their own.

We bought tickets, but are now unable to attend.  What do I do to cancel my reservation?
Please call the Contact Center at 877.227.3311 to let us know you won’t be coming.  We regret that refunds are not available for 
this event, but we hope to see you next time!

What if we bring more people than originally stated on our reservation?
If you arrive with more people in your group than indicated by your 
reservation, you will be asked to pay the full admission price for these 
individuals at the door.  You can make changes to your reservation up to the 
day before the event by calling 877.227.3311 from 8 am to 5 pm any day of the 
week.

Do we need reservations for the Planetarium shows, drop-in programs, or 
the Explore, Collect, Contribute activity?
Planetarium passes are available upon arrival at the Academy on a first-
come first-served basis, as seating is limited. Visit the cart at the Planetarium 
entrance to pick up show passes.  Drop-in programs and our new Explore, 
Collect, Contribute activity are open to all Homeschool Day attendees.  Simply 
stop by at the time indicated on our Event Schedule!

We cannot make it to the April 23rd Homeschool Day, but want to come to future events.  How do I best stay informed of 
upcoming events?
The best way to stay up to date about all our Homeschool-related events is to join our mailing list.  To sign up for our homeschool 
list, email homeschool@calacademy.org with your request to be added.  Our Fall 2013 and Spring 2014 dates will be announced 
later this year.  You can also visit the Academy at anytime with a group of 10 or more homeschoolers at discounted youth group 
rates.  Visit our Youth Group page for more information.

4

More Academy Information
Academy Homepage >>
Map and Directions >>
Dining at the Academy >>   
Academy lesson plan database >>
Academy Mobile Apps >> 

For more information about all the different 
activities, programs, and learning opportunities 
at our April 23rd Homeschool Day, see our Event 
Schedule.

For more frequently asked questions about the 
day of your visit, read our Homeschool Day FAQ.

If you have any unanswered questions, email us 
at homeschool@calacademy.org
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